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Reconsideration of Theory of Imprinted Forms in Divine Substance
from Avicenna’s Point of View

Maryam Salem”

Abstract

One of the problems that have extremely challenged Avicenna’s
philosophy is the theory of imprinted forms in the divine substance as the
attributes of divine knowledge before creation.

Mistrusting this theory, Ghazali, Suhrawardi, Tusi and many other Islamic
scholars, including theologians and philosophers relied on other ways of
explaining the divine knowledge. Mulla Sadra who was in agreement with
the general view of Avicenna tried to express it in such a way that it
would get rid of its false inevitable results. Therefore it can be claimed
that Mulla Sadra's theory of the qualification of the divine knowledge
before creation was taken from Avicenna, but it was purged of its

weaknesses and its strengths were highlighted.

Key  Terms: Avicenna, Mulla Sadra, necessary  being,
reason, imprinted forms, divine knowledge.
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Ibne- Hazm’s Theory of Epistemology

Mohammadreza Moradi *
Alireza Jalali*

Abstract

In lbne- Hazm’s epistemology, as that of other classic foundationalists,
knowledge is divided into basic beliefs (a priori knowledge) and non-
basic beliefs (a posteriori knowledge). He has introduced a collection of
syllogistic matters in Aristotelian logic, with extensions (denotations)
different from those current at the time, as innate and perceptual
knowledge. The other type of knowledge (non-basic beliefs) consists in
these certain premises through essential demonstration. Drawing on lbne-
Hazm’s works on logic, theology and basic principles, the present article
attempts to explain his views on perceptual experiences and intellectual
understanding and to identify their strong points and limitations. lbne-
Hazm’s purpose in proposing his epistemology was to use it
instrumentally in explaining Zahiriah beliefs, defending this school,
criticizing its opponents, and creating a strong fulcrum for human sciences
that can be employed for religious purposes. Therefore this theory is one
of the important components of his intellectual system. lbne- Hazm
considered his theory of epistemology consistent with the Quranic verses
and thought of its knowledge instruments as a divine bless consistent with
the purpose of man’s creation.

Key Terms: epistemology, Ibne- Hazm.

* Payam Noor University, Tehran Branch moradil69@gmail.com
** Payam Noor University, Isfahan Central Branch
alireza_jalali26@yahoo.com
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The Relationship between Moral “Ought to” and “Is” from
Mohaghegh Isfahani’s Perspective

Hossein Ahmadi*

Abstract

Meta-ethics deals with the conceptual and affirmative principles of
morality. One of the issues in meta-ethics is logical discussion which
deals with the deduction of moral concepts and propositions, therefor the
relationship between moral “is” and “ought” from the perspective of
Mohaghegh Isfahani can be considered a metalogical issue that has not
received due attention. The present article is an attempt to delineate
Mohaghegh Isfahani’s views on the realtionship between moral
statements. Mohaghegh Isfahani tries to prove the logicality of moral
statements. He considers the relationship between moral “ought to” and
“is” not a deductive one but one which shows semantic overlap.
He agrees that the relationship between immoral good and moral “ought
to” is deductive. He calls this type of relationship “debate”. He believes in
the certainty of moral statements. It seems that his blind eye on
provocation, as an integral part of the meaning of “Ought to”, is
problematic.

Key  Terms: meta-ethics, moral statement, issue of

“ought” and “is”, certainties, debate.

* Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute
hosseina5@yahoo.com
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The Relationship between Traditionalism and Religious Knowledge
Saleh Hassanzadeh *
Mehdi Sheikh™

Abstract

The discourse of traditionalism is one of the important discourses of the
present time which is concerned with the study of tradition as a
phenomenon of divine origin. Traditionalism regards tradition as a
manifestation of the eternal truth. Adopting an explanatory-analytical
method of presentation, the present article aims to find out what kind of
relationship exists between traditionalism and religious epistemology. The
transcendental unity of religions is one of important elements of the
discourse of traditionalism which reflects its approach to religion.
Traditionalists, by emphasizing variety in religions, the principle of
orthodoxy, the distinction between the manifest and hidden, and the innate
unity of religions, endeavor to remove the differences among religions so
that they can grasp their common essence. From this point of view, the
differences among religions are at the surface. Deep down, all religions
share the same common core. As traditionalists believe in the unity of
religions and their underlying transcendent principle along with a
corresponding principle underlying human interior, they have paved the
way for interaction among religions. As intuitional perceptions,
revelation, and God constitute the foundations of traditionalism; we can
evaluate it based on divine religions. But as traditionalism does not draw
on any specific religion and considers all of the same importance it cannot
be adapted to one specific religion.

Key  Terms: traditionalism, religious knowledge, belief,
theosophy, transcendent unity of religions,
religious epistemology, religious pluralism.
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Abstract

The various theories in the field of meta-ethics dissolve when they are
reduced to moral principles which lie ultimately at the junction of being
either universal or non-universal. The present article is an attempt to
introduce a third alternative which is different from the other two. The
third alternative treats morality as a living cell with a non-reducible core.
The core consists of dos and don’ts. It expands or retracts; in other words,
it gets stringer or weaker depending on its presence in the context of
religion, ecosystem and the kind of human being. The moral cell has a
universal hard core in all different contexts though its realization in
different contexts is not wuniversal. The aim is to answer
to the following basic question: How can ethics be both universal and
non-universal for Allameh Tabatabai? The study concludes that Allameh
Tabatabai’s cell theory include four diverse cores. The first core is non-
reducible and universal, while the other three can take different
realizations and in this sense they are local and non-universal. Some of
the decrees and accessories of the cell theory include: first, the division of
morals  to conventional ethicsand transcendental ethics; second,
the diversity of recognition and moral judgment; third, the resolution
of conflict between pun dependence of religion and morals and

independence of the two from each other; fourth, revocation of fixed
lines between the necessary, hermaphrodite and extremist sacrificial
treatments; and fifth, the substantial difference between moral cell theory
and moral relativism.

Key Terms: cell theory of morality, moral relativism,

religion, Allameh Tabatabaei.
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Abstract

Man’s happiness and salvation, first of all, depends on his type of
worldview and mentality. The type of outlook one assumes can create
hope, vitality, and vigor or on the one hand and dejection, despair, hatred
and pessimism on the other hand. From this point of view, pain and the
treatment of pain are both internal, though the effect of external factors
can not be underestimated. There is a large number of people who subsist
on basics but they live a happy life and have good relations with other
people. On the other hand we can see people who enjoy the highest level
of welfare facilities, but they feel they are stuck and feu up with their
lives. As they suffer from lack of internal support they experience a
feeling of absurdity and they think they have reached the end of their
lives. The people who commit suicide are of this type. An understanding
of the ultimate purpose of creation and philosophy of humna existence are
among the blessed thoughts that can help human beings assume valuable
sublime outlooks. In this worldview, the compassionate and merciful God
Who is the ultimate source of goodness, joy and compassion has created
man to feel pure all-inclusive eternal intellectual delight which starts in
this world but continues eternally. The present paper aims to develop this
theme drawing on Quranic verses and traditions.

Key Terms : intellectual delight, pure infinite joy,
philosophy of existence, hell, immortality
of hell dewellers .
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Abstract

In Meno dialogue, Plato points to a problem, which, nowadays, is known
as value problem among epistemologists. This problem stems from two
accepted premises in the field of epistemology. Based on the first premise,
knowledge is implicitly defined as true justified or warranted belief. The
second premise also makes the point that the value of the justification or
warrant at least appears to be derived from the value of true belief and
thus it is reducible to the value of truth. Taking these two premises into
account, Zagzebski claims that externalist theories and particularly
reliabilist theories cannot escape from the trap of the value problem.
Zagzebski’s suggestion for explaining the extra value of knowledge is the
reconsideration of the relationship between knowledge and knower. Like
acts, which gain extra value from the actor’s motives, belief gains extra
value from the possessor’s epistemic motives and reach to the level of
knowledge. She believes that love of truth is the most basic motive which
makes knowledge more valuable than mere true belief. Although
Zagzebski’s explanation of the extra value of knowledge has not faced the
problems which reliablists struggle with, her explanation is subjected to
serious criticisms of a different kind which are addressed in part in the
present paper.
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